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Child Abuse Prevention Month Recognizes Every Community’s Role in 
Helping Florida Families Thrive!

(TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA) — Prevent Child Abuse Florida recognizes the importance of community-based support for all children and families during National Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Month in April. The theme of this year’s awareness and impact campaign is “Everyone can help families thrive. Especially you!”

April 2022 marks the third year CAP Month occurs during the COVID-19 pandemic. The risk to our nation’s children for experiencing child abuse and neglect in times of extreme stress and uncertainty remains high. COVID-19 adds stress that can overload parents and caregivers, such as loss of employment, loss of income due to lack of paid leave, the necessity of new child care and schooling arrangements, and food insecurity.
“Now more than ever, we need to band together in collective ways that help our families and children thrive. Too often, our society thinks of raising healthy children as a parent or caregiver’s responsibility alone,” said Chris Lolley, Executive Director. “In reality, we all benefit when groups of people work together to collectively care for children.”

Throughout CAP Month, Prevent Child Abuse Florida, its parent organization Prevent Child Abuse America, alongside other chapters, affiliates, and supporting organizations are using the message that “Every day, we help families and children thrive.”

“Research shows that positive childhood experiences grow thriving families and communities,” explained Dr. Melissa Merrick, president and CEO of Prevent Child Abuse America. “This is the moment to build a child and family well-being system that propels families to grow and thrive together. Please consider joining us to ensure safe, stable, nurturing relationships and environments are cultivated to enable children, families, and entire communities to succeed – today and for generations to come.”

Prevent Child Abuse Florida recommends the following ways that people everywhere can dig in and help raise awareness and impact virtually during this year’s CAP Month:

· Wear blue on April 1st, Wear Blue Day, to show support for children and families. Post a photo or video on social media and include the #WearBlueDay2022 hashtag. 
· Follow Prevent Child Abuse Florida on social media and share our posts throughout April. Encourage friends and family to do the same. Use the hashtags #HelpFloridaFamiliesThrive and #CAPMonth to signify your commitment to helping children, families, and entire communities to thrive.
· Make a tax-deductible donation and help build a virtual pinwheel garden.  
· [LIST OTHER PARTNER-SPECIFIC EXAMPLE(S)]
For more ways to get involved in CAP Month, please visit www.ounce.org/CAP_toolkit.html
  
About Prevent Child Abuse Florida
The Ounce of Prevention Fund's Prevention Services unit, also referred to as Prevent Child Abuse Florida (PCA Florida), maintains the chapter's charter agreement and implements primary prevention activities and advocates for policies and initiatives to strengthen Florida's families and communities so children can grow and develop through healthy, safe and nurturing experiences.

In prevention and early intervention services, collaboration is essential to maximize effective use of resources and eliminate duplication of efforts. This collaboration provides the Ounce of Prevention Fund with a means to share information on evidenced-based and effective programs and strategies for prevention and early intervention with Florida's communities.
PCA Florida is funded through the Florida Department of Children and Families with Community Based Child Abuse Prevention (CBCAP) dollars. While PCA America chapters share a focus on the prevention of child abuse and neglect and engage in similar activities including advocacy, public awareness, training/education, prevention programming, coalition building, and Child Abuse Prevention Month activities, each chapter is independent and unique in terms of the kinds of strategies and programming they offer.


About Prevent Child Abuse America

A leading champion for all children in the United States, Prevent Child Abuse America is the nation’s oldest and largest organization dedicated to the primary prevention of child abuse and neglect. Through its nationwide network of state chapters and nearly 600 Healthy Families America home visiting programs, the organization provides services and resources that improve child health and well-being. Prevent Child Abuse America experts develop innovative, evidence-based prevention strategies, raise public awareness, and advocate for family-friendly policies and programs at the national, state, and local levels to ensure that all children and families get what they need to thrive. Prevent Child Abuse America is a top charity for children, rated by Consumer Reports and charity oversight organizations, including Charity Navigator, GreatNonprofits, and GuideStar. Visit preventchildabuse.org to learn more.
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